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SUBJECT: EAST JAVA POLITICS 

REF: SURABAYA A-27 OF 24 OCTOBER 75 

1 . LAST NIGHT I ASKED FLEET COMMANDER RUDY PURWANA HIS VIEWS ON 
RETIREMENT OE GOVERNOR NOER AND LIKELY INSTALLATION OE INTERIOR 
MINISTRY SECGEN MAJOR GENERAL SUNANDAR AS HIS SUCCESSOR. RUDY SAID 
IT WAS NOT COMPLETELY CERTAIN THAT SUNANDAR WOULD REPLACE NOER, 
SINCE SUNANDAR HAS ADVANCED SEVERAL PERSONAL REASONS FOR 
REMAINING IN JAKARTA AND PRESIDENT IS CONSIDERING THEM. 

2. RUDY WAS ELOQUENT IN HIS PRAISE OF NOER, SAYING THAT "HE WAS 
LIKE A FATHER TO ME" AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE A MINISTER RATHER 
THAN AMBASSADOR TO ERANCE. AS EOR SUNANDAR, RUDY SAID THAT EAST 
JAVA HAD ALREADY ACHIEVED SUEEICIENT DEVELOPMENT THAT HE "WILL 
START HIS JOB HIGH ON THE LADDER." RUDY WAS CAREFUL TO POINT OUT 
THAT HE WOULD, OF COURSE, OUTRANK SUNANDAR AS A VICE ADMIRAL, AN 
INTERESTING INDICATION OF HIS POLITICAL PROMINANCE REPORTED REEAIR. 

3. MOST OFEICIALS WHOM I HAVE QUERIED ABOUT THE SUNANDAR APPOINTMENT 
HAVE ALSO TAKEN THE LINE THAT A SUEFICIENT DEGREE OF DEVELOPMENT 
MOMENTUM HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN EAST JAVA, AND THE CHOICE OE A NEW 
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GOVERNOR IS NOT CAUSE EOR APPREHENSION. NO ONE, HOWEVER, SEEMS 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

TO HAVE A READING ON SUNANDAR'S ABILITIES, AND THE BLAND JAVANESE 
ASSURANCE 

THAT "EVERYTHING IS EINE AS LONG AS WE HAVE THE PANCASILA" 

SEEMS TO BE ABSENT FROM THEIR COMMENTS. THERE IS ALSO SOME RESENT- 
MENT THAT JAKARTA REJECTED OUT OF HAND THE LIST OF FIFTEEN PROSPECT- 
IVE CANDIDATES SENT FORWARD LAST OCTOBER, AND INSTEAD APPARENTLY 
DEMANDED A NEW LIST WITH SUNDANDAR AND TWO NON-ENTITIES ON IT. 

ON THE ORIGINAL LIST WERE SEVERAL KEY BUPATI'S CLOSE TO NOER, WHO 
NURSED SOME HOPES OF REPLACING HIM. THE NEW GOVERNOR MAY THUS 
START HIGH ON THE LADDER BUT MAY FIND THERE ARE SOME WHO MIGHT 
TRY TO SAW IT OFF BENEATH HIM. 

HOWLAND 
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